public domain role-playing game 


pressun press 


l. introduction 


Public Domain Role-Playing Game helps storytellers work together. Players roll 1d20 to determine the 
"High Roller" who creates fictional conflicts for characters acted out by everyone else. Pencil, paper and 


polyhedral dice! per player are recommended. 


2. traits 


Character features or items useful in conflicts. 


Examples: 
body mind 
Strength Charisma 
Agility Willpower 
Endurance Perception 
Dexterity Intelligence 
Constitution Wisdom 
2.1. dice 


Assign one die per trait or item. Higher maxi- 
mum roll represents greater narrative potential. 


3. action 


Player describes what a character attempts to do. 


3.1. conflict 


Non-trivial actions create a conflict to resolve 
with dice. High Roller sets a threshold number 
for difficulty. Player rolls one die from a related 
trait or item. If roll is higher” than the threshold it 
succeeds. Rolling a twenty is a major success. 


Easy 1-5 
Tricky 6-10 

Hard 11-15 
Wicked 16-20 


' 1d20, 1d12, 2d10, 1d8, 1d6, 1d4 


? Conflict resolves with a complication on a tie 


3.1.1. collaboration 


When an action is declared, other players may 
take actions to add one die to the conflict. Con- 
flict fails if the total roll is over twenty. 


3.1.2. damage 


In dangerous conflicts, inflict damage or remove a 
die equal to a player’s roll upon failure. Conflict 
fails if total roll is below the damage of the most 
damaged character involved. Twenty damage 
may be taken before death. 


3.2. notch 


Gain a notch upon rolling the minimum value of a 
die. Spend one notch to add one additional die to 
a conflict. Player must narrate their contribution 
to the conflict. 


3.2.1. improve 


Spend notches to add a die to a trait if not in a 
conflict. Total roll of each trait must be equal or 
less than twenty. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 
d4 d6 d8 d10 d12 d20 


4. notice 


I voluntarily dedicate this work into the Public Domain to en- 
courage new creations. 
Artists may: 


e Use this work without restriction and for any pur- 
pose. 


e Create copies to be shared without limit and for any 
purpose. 

e Create derivative works without restriction, for any 
purpose, and without credit. 


e Use this notice in your own work. 


